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INTRODUCTION

As the private equity market develops in Continental Europe, UK investors are increas-
ingly holding stakes in private companies incorporated there or in pan-European groups.

Whilst many of the general commercial principles behind the regulation of companies
in the UK and US are the same, in Continental Europe there are important differences
at both a cultural and technical level.

This publication, produced jointly by Ashurst Morris Crisp and the BVCA, will assist the
private equity practitioner when investing in Europe. The intention is to help clarify 
the rules that apply to issues of common concern, especially those relating to capital
structure, board and employee matters.

We hope this publication will contribute to that understanding and hence the long-
term wellbeing of the private equity industry.

We are grateful to AJB Advokatfirman Jonas Bergh AB and NautaDutilh for their help
and expertise in preparing sections on Sweden and the Netherlands respectively.

Charlie Geffen John Mackie
Head of M&A and Private Equity Chief Executive
Ashurst Morris Crisp BVCA
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BVCA CONTACTS

Council

Chairman Edmund Truell
Vice Chairman Michael Queen
Past Chairman David Thorp
Associate Members’ Representative & Margaret Chamberlain
Regulatory Committee
High-tech Committee Anne Glover
Investor Relations Committee Michael Queen
Legal & Technical Committee Jonathan Diggines
Regional Committee Michael Joseph
Taxation Committee Vince O’Brien
Training & Professional Development Committee Richard Green

Executive

Chief Executive John Mackie
Executive Director Jennifer English
Head of Research Elissa Brodey
Head of Communications Mark Fox
Head of Membership Services Natalie Loughran
Head of Training & Professional Development Alison Wilsher
Marketing Executive Sarah Eaton
Executive Secretary Sheila Palmer
Administrative Assistant Susan Nunn
Receptionist Anouska Woolf

Tel: +44-(0)20 7240 3846
Fax: +44-(0)20 7240 3849
Email: bvca@bvca.co.uk
website: www.bvca.co.uk
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Brussels
Carl Meyntjens
Tel: +32-2 626 1900
Fax:+32-2 626 1901
carl.meyntjens@ashursts.com

Frankfurt
Markus Strelow
Tel: +49-69 97 11 26
Fax:+49-69 97 20 52 20
markus.strelow@ashursts.com

London
Charlie Geffen
Head of M&A and Private Equity 
Tel: +44-(0)20 7638 1111
Fax:+44-(0)20 7638 1112
charlie.geffen@ashursts.com

Madrid
Duncan Stiles
Tel: +34-91 364 9800
Fax:+34-91 364 9801/02
duncan.stiles@ashursts.com

Milan
Daniele Raynaud
Tel: +39-02 85 42 31
Fax:+39-02 85 42 34 44
daniele.raynaud@ashursts.com

Munich
Thomas Schmid
Tel: +49-89 244 421 100
Fax:+49-89 244 421 101
thomas.schmid@ashursts.com

New Delhi Liaison Office
Ian Scott
Tel: +91-11 301 4054 
Fax:+91-11 301 4089
ian.scott@ashursts.com

New York
Alastair Macpherson
Tel: +1-212 245 4540 
Fax:+1-212 245 4335
alastair.macpherson@ashursts.com

Paris
Thomas Forschbach
Tel: +33-1 53 53 53 53 
Fax:+33-1 53 53 53 54
thomas.forschbach@ashursts.com

Singapore
Huw Thomas
Tel: +65 6221 2214
Fax:+65 6221 5484
huw.thomas@ashursts.com

Tokyo
Alan Kitchin
Tel: +81-3 5276 5900
Fax:+81-3 5276 5922
alan.kitchin@ashursts.com
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